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replied vaguely that she could not give a categorical
answer before consulting the other members of the Alli-
ance. The reply from France was equally vague. The
Russian Minister at Athens, on the other hand, gave M.
Gounaris to understand that his Government did not
consider it necessary for Greece to participate in the
War, And there the matter dropped.

So the weeks lengthened into months, and still the
Allies were unable to take the one step which would have
brought Greece and Rumania, and probably even Bul-
garia herself, into their camp: the prompt dispatch of
an adequate army to Servia.

When M. Venizelos returned to power in August, as the
result of the General Elections held at the end of May,
he found the King more disinclined than before to take a
hand in the dangerous gamble. For, in the meantime,
while the Allied diplomatists were talking, things had
been happening. The first failures of the Anglo-French
efforts in the Dardanelles (March-May) were followed
by the Austro-German successes in Galicia and Poland :
everywhere the Russian lt steam-roller " was forced to
roll backwards by the ever-advancing enemy ; and Bul-
garia showed unmistakable signs of her intention to join
that enemy (June-September). These things changed
the whole aspect of affairs, and many Greeks who were
formerly in favour of M. Venizelos's programme began to
question its wisdom.

It was not until then that the Allies began to exchange
talk for action in the Balkans. The British plan of a
Greco-Serbo-Bulgarian Coalition, and the Russian plan of
forcing a way to Constantinople through the Dardanelles
having collapsed, it was the turn of France to contribute
her share to the mess. She did so, in the form of an
expedition for the relief of Servia. England was not at all